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V/Line Curves and Speeds Il 


Andrew McLean’s very interesting and constructively 
critical article ‘‘Curves and Speeds’’ in May Newsrail 
hits the nail on the head concerning some of V/Line’s 
civil engineering and operating practices. As he con- 
cludes, ‘‘There is scope for major improvements in 
both curve geometry and speeds, improvements that 
in many cases would cost nothing to implement.”’ 
The time is long overdue for a review of curve speed 
limits, and this item was mentioned in an article of 
mine in the old Divisional Diary in 1971. Quoting from 
this 15 year old article entitled “‘80 mph on the VR”’ — 
there are quite a number of other improvements possi- 
ble to cut down journey times and make them more 
competitive with today’s modern road coaches. 


80 mph on the VR? 

The recent inquiry into transport in Victoria under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Henry Bland has revealed plans 
for upgrading mainlines from 70 mph/113 kmh to 80 
mph/130 kmh operation. It is not known when the 
present 70 mph/113 kmh limit was introduced, but it 
was probably at least 60 years ago — that is, with A2 
locomotives on 80 Ib track. 

Overseas, speeds of 80 mph and over have been 
used with conventional rollingstock on standard and 5 
ft. 3 in. gauge track for many years, and there is no 
fundamental reason why 80 mph could not be safely 
used on the VR. Some detail changes will be required, 
and the standards of maintenance for both rollingstock 
and track will need upgrading. 

The principal reason for a high speed service is to 
attract patronage, so the comfort of passengers is 
important. Higher speeds do cost more in operating 
costs, but speed is a very saleable commodity, as the 
airlines have proved by the progress from 150 mph 
DC3 piston engine aircraft, through 300 mph turbo 
prop Viscounts, to 500 mph DC9 and B727 jets, in less 
than 20 years. 

Some factors affected by the increase from 70/113 
to 80 mph/130 kmh are: 


Speed — average v. maximum: 

Although the peak speed of 80 mph has the glamour 

and sales appeal, a high average speed between two points 

is really the thing that counts in cutting down journey 
time. There would appear to be considerable scope for 

improving average speeds, even with the present 70 

limit, by the following operating improvements: 

(a) Reduction in traffic delays due to slow traffic 
ahead, particularly running into Melbourne 
through the electrified section. 

(b) Unnecessary signal, track repair and other checks. 


(c) Sluggish and over cautious driving methods by 
crews. 


(d) Time tables with over generous make-up 
allowances. 


(e) Conservative speed limits on curves. 
(f) Overlong en route station stops. 


(g) Speed and momentum losses due to changing the 
staff, when there are no other limiting factors. 

To attain high average speeds, smart acceleration 

and fast speeds up grades are essential, particularly 

with schedules involving fairly frequent stops. To get 

better acceleration and grade ability, train power to 
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weight ratio must be increased, that is you need more 
loco horsepower, or less train gross weight. 

Current VR passenger trains (in 1971) average 
about 3 rail h.p. per ton (range 2 to 4 h.p./ton), but if 
you want real ‘‘goers’’, plus a top speed of 80 mph, a 
minimum of 4 h.p./ton is required. For stopping trains 
on steeply graded tracks, such as the Bendigo line, 5 
h.p./ton may be necessary. 


V/Line has certainly improved the power/weight ratio 
of country trains with the introduction of the ‘‘N”’ car 
sets and ‘‘A”’ class locos since 1981, giving the poten- 
tial for 80 mph/130 kmh running, but they have not 
followed this up with safely raising track speed limits, 
particularly curve speed limits, as covered by Mr 
McLean. 

With a double N set at say 6 x 45t = 270t trailing 
load, plus the A class loco giving 1940 h.p. at the rail 
(86% of the rated 2250 h.p.) at 115 t, making the gross 
train weight 385 t, the P/W ratio is 1940/385 = 5.0 
h.p./t. This is more than enough for 130 kmh on good 
level track with modern rollingstock. 

With only a 3 car set, we have a hot rod of 250t 
gross — or 1940/250 = 7.7 h.p./t, enough for 100 
mph/160 kmh with an appropriately geared loco on 
high grade track! 

The speeding up of country timetables a few years 
ago was a Step in the right direction, but until max- 
imum speed is raised to 130 kmh, and the curve speed 
limits, superelevation (cant), plus some of the time 
wasting practices listed above are rectified, V/Line can 
hardly claim to run modern passenger services, averag- 
ing say 100 kmh start to stop between terminal sta- 
tions. 

Victoria has a much more favourable terrain than 
NSW for high speed running, as Victoria has no main 
lines like the North Coast to Brisbane, which is 
‘“‘loaded”’ between Maitland and Grafton with almost 
continuous curvature down to 16-20 chains/320-400 
metres radius. Further north, over the border loop sec- 
tion, curve radius is down to 12 chains/240 metres. 

[Note — for those readers with old Grade and Curve 
Books, one chain (66 ft) = 20 metres almost exactly.] 


Transition curves or spirals: 
For high speed running and passenger comfort, the 
lead into the curve circular arc radius is very critical. 
Prewar, the VR Way and Works Handbook specified a 
maximum curve cant of 3/76 mm, run in at 2 inch/ 
13 mm every 25 ft/7.6 m. This gives a short transition 
curve of only 6 x 25 = 150 ft/46 m long, or an equiva- 
lent ‘‘grade” on the outer rail of 1 in 600. For high 
speed tracks 1 in 1200 is a much more realistic figure, 
and if the VR cant was raised to the frequently used 
overseas figure of 1 in 10 angle of bank, e.g. 6 inches, 
the length of the transition would go to 600 ft/183 m. 
A 1 in 10 cant gives a balancing force of .10 G, the 
force of gravity (G), against the centrifugal force on 
the train and passengers going round the curve. 
Some research done for the President’s Conference 
Committee (PCC) for US street car operators in the 
early 1930s on passenger comfort, showed that 
accelerations of up to .10 G (2.2 mph/sec. or 0.98 m/ 
sec./sec.) were acceptable to standing or walking 
passengers provided there were no jerks or transverse 
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jolts. Higher accelerations, up to .15 G could be used, 
but the build up had to be smooth and progressive, as for 
example during braking, so it gave standees a chance 
to brace themselves for the higher ‘‘G’’ forces. 

This is where transition curves are so important, 
properly designed and maintained, they give a smooth 
and progressive force on say a passenger walking down 
the aisle in a high speed train, or trying to pour his tea 
into the cup. 

Some checks done by the writer about 12 years ago 
with a damped pendulum accelerometer on old VR 
‘“‘red’’ stock cars, gave transverse accelerations up to 
.20G, and sometimes higher when running over 
points and crossovers. Enough to make you miss the 
saucer as well as the cup, and pour your pot of tea on 
the tablecloth! 


Average speed versus maximum speed: 


As stressed in the opening paragraphs, from the 
passenger’s viewpoint, minimum time between depar- 
ture and destination points is what they are looking for 
— a high average speed, including time lost by en- 
route wayside stops. 

The ratio of average to maximum speed varies enor- 
mously — but even with few en-route stops, favour- 
able track conditions and grades, and high P/W ratio 
trains, it is hard to get an average speed much above 
75% of the maximum authorised track speed. 

For years, from 1938, the best VR run was the 
original Spirit of Progress, normal load 10/500 tons, 
with the hand fired 4-6-2 S class loco. This did the 


broad gauge 193 miles from Spencer St to Albury, 
‘‘uphill’’, in 3 hours 50 minutes, an average of 50.4 
mph/81 kmh. 

This performance largely depended on the skill, 
stamina and dedication of those old time engine crews 
— the fireman had to shovel 6'4 tons of coal during the 
run. Station timings were given in the WIT to 4 
minute intervals and virtually every second counted, 
especially when the load went to 11/550 tons with the 
then 70 mph track limit, the ratio of average to max- 
imum speed was 50.4/70 = 72%. 

On the standard gauge in 1972, the /ntercapitai 
Daylight took 3 hours 38 minutes for the 197 miles at 
54.3 mph/70 kmh, giving the high ratio of 77.5%. This 
is a very good figure, as it includes the 2 minute stop at 
Sunshine to pick up passenger ex the Overland. 


Illustrating the dramatic effect of curve speed limits, 
look at the fastest train in Australia, the NSW XPT 
with a top speed of 100 mph/160 kmh. On the very 
“‘“curvaceous’’ North Coast line, from Grafton to Mait- 
land, a distance of 313 miles/504 km, with 16 stops, 
the North Coast XPT is timed at 7 hours 14 minutes, 
and allowing 38 minutes for the stops, the actual run- 
ning time is 6-36. 

Because of the large number of 75 kmh curves of 
320-400 m radius, the average speeds are only 44.8 
mph/71.5 kmh for the schedule, and 47/77 on running 
time. Hard driving is required to achieve these figures, 
and because of the short sections of tangent track bet- 
ween curves, 100 kmh is rarely exceeded on this run. 


X52 and $311 slog uphill towards Bank Box Loop with 9131 Down goods at 16 50 on Sat.19.4.86. 


(Graham Withers) 
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The very low ratios of 44% and 48% respectively 
demonstrate the penalties of curves on average speeds, 
and emphasise the need for the best possible curve 
geometry, a potential neglected by V/Line to date. 


Momentum grades and velocity heads: 

Andrew McLean’s article points out that some of 
V/Line’s restrictive curve speed limits occur at the bot- 
tom of grades, so preventing the crew from taking a 
run at grade, to get maximum help from momentum. 
Similar restrictions occur at some stations — on 
straight track through Sunbury for example. Overseas, 
on the new high speed passenger train tracks like the 
French TGV routes, grades are no longer the limiting 
factor on performance. Curves have taken their place, 
and the SNCF nominates a basic curve radius of 4000 
metres, with a cant of 180 mm — giving a cant defi- 
ciency of 85 mm, equivalent to a transverse accelera- 
tion of .07 G, (well within the old PCC .10 G recom- 
mendation) at 300 kmh. Vertical curves over a crest or 
in a sag become critical at such high speeds, and the 
SNCF standard is 14000 m radius over a crest, and 
12000 m in a sag. These correspond to .05 G and .06 G 
accelerations respectively, at 300 kmh. 


But back to ‘‘velocity heads’? and more mundane 
speeds. The VH is the theoretical distance a train can 
be vertically lifted by momentum, and it varies with 
the square of the speed at the bottom of the grade. 
Double the approach speed and you go up four times 
as far before running out the momentum. The formula 
is VH (ft) = 0.035 S2, where S is in mph. 


At 80 kmh/50 mph, the VH is 87.5 ft, or running up 
a 1 in 50 grade, the distance travelled is 87.5 x 50 
= 4375 ft/1.33 km. Adjust a speed restricting curve at 
the bottom of this 1 in 50 grade to allow 100 kmh/62 
mph approach speed, the VH becomes 134.5 ft, or 
6750 ft/2.05 km along the track. At 130 kmh/80 mph 
— most | in 50 rises will be ‘‘eaten up’’, the distance 
travelled becomes 11,200 ft/3.4 km, before momen- 
tum is run out. As full power will be used on such 
grades, the train does not drop to its balancing speed 
on the grade until roughly double the theoretical VH 
distance. 

Hence, in future, for high speed operation, the 
curves have it! 


T391 and B65 head a late running Mt. Gambier goods over Moorabool viaduct. Tues.3.6.86. (Kelvin Russell) 
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Steam Tours 


Above: The City of Melbourne, R707 leaves Ballarat with a 
double ‘N’ set bound for Ararat during a ‘707 operations’ 
special excursion on Sat.3.5.86. (John Dare) 


Below: R761 makes easy work of ascending Bealiba Bank on 
the Down journey to St. Arnaud with a combined ARHS - ARE 
Tour on Sat.16.8.86. (Graham Withers) 


Carriage Roster Update 


Some readers have requested the publication in full of 
the current country carriage roster. The present roster 
dates from 2.3, when there were a number of timetable 
changes, and the last of the H sets entered traffic; a 
number of amendments were published on 16.5, and 
the following tabulation shows the amended version. 
For the first time, the complete roster has been pro- 
duced on a computer, and a sample page is shown; the 
complete document is 63 pages long. 


Spencer St Terminal 


Run No.1 ieee 
06 05 Cobram 
igen (8308) (X) 
09 30 


12 10 
A) Gy 
16 25 
8334) (A) 
20.00 


Run No.10 attach (Down End) Monday to 
Thursday 


(391) 
(2B or A) 00 35 Geelong 
Form run No.8 Tuesday-Saturday 
Loco — As above 
Consist ACN-BRN-BN 
Accommodation 52-154=206 
Set and train km = 937 


An impressive feature of Victorian carriage working 
is the intensive use of sets, and as usual there is hardly 
any instance of underutilisation. Noteworthy among 
the N sets are days of 937, 969, 965 and 1032 km (runs 
1, 2, 6 and 8 Mon. to Fri.); run 16 covers 1106 km on 
Fridays. Of the S sets, run 25 on Mon. to Fri. makes 6 
return trips between Geelong and Melbourne (880 
km). It is unavoidable that the H sets spend more of 
their time doing nothing, as they are used on com- 
muter services which run mainly in peak periods, and 
when a system reaches the stage that V/Line has, 
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where practically all services are run with modern 
stock, it is impossible not to have good cars which run 
only two trips a day. One oddity is rail motor roster 32, 
which requires a DERM to be available only on Friday 
and Saturday (this is because the 600 railcars are run- 
ning extra Sunbury and Seymour trips). At the time of 
writing (mid-June) only two of the four 600 railcars are 
in traffic, so the DERMs are being used much more 
widely. 

The roster features a number of runs which vary on 
Fridays, more than really necessary. Some of these 
variations allow a set to have one day off for its 
programmed maintenance. 

Of interest are the moves to place double sets at 
Geelong overnight. Only one Down service (the 16 44 
South Geelong) is a double-set for passenger capacity, 
but there are three Ups (the 07 42, 07 52 and 08 14 
arrivals). This means that on Monday to Thursday two 
extra Down trains (the 22 30 and 23 30) are double- 
setted just to get cars to Geelong. In fact it is these two 
trains which form Ups with two N sets, and the 16 44 
Down is broken up; one half of it combines with an S 
set to form the 06 45 Up South Geelong next morning. 
On Sunday nights three double N sets arrive at Spencer 
St (from Bendigo, Warrnambool and Albury); all three 
of them go to Geelong, but only two remain intact for 
next morning. The set off the Warrnambool arrival 
couples to the S set from Bairnsdale to form a triple set 
on the 22 45 Geelong, and at Geelong one N set is 
taken off, leaving S + N for the 06 45 Up on Monday. 

Most of the amendments which date from 16.5 are 
to do with minor timetable changes. The new rosters 
include the extra Friday-only railcar to Sunbury and 
the rosters for 600 railcars have also been adjusted to 
suit maintenance requirements. One major change is 
the reduction of the 1705 Up Bairnsdale on Sunday 
from two sets to one, and the removal of the balancing 
set, previously attached to the 17 00 Down Traralgon 
(a balancing set to Warragul, formerly conveyed there 
by the 19 00 Bairnsdale now runs earlier attached to 
the Traralgon train). This means that the set which 
arrives from Geelong at 17 06 could now run the 17 35 
Down Geelong and return, instead of bringing on the 
airconditioned E cars, but this has not been done. In 
holiday periods there is still the possibility that the 
Bairnsdale may need two sets. 


A70 heads 8305 Down Albury pass. near Broadford on Sat.19.4.86. (Nigel Boow) 


The sets are: 


Symbols: 


1-16 ACN-BRN-BN MO — Monday only 
17 CD-AE-BKL-BK-BK ME— Monday excepted 
18 ACZ-BE-BE-BE FO — Friday only 
21,22 ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-BS FE — Friday excepted 
23-25 ACZ-BRS-BS-BS MTuW — Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
26-28 ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ ThF — Thursday, Friday 
30-32 DERM F— Flinders St 
37-39 DRC D— Dandenong 
40-48 | BCH-BH-BTH (short) * empty cars 
50,51 BCH-BH-BTH (long) 
RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
1 Cob. 09 30 Cob. 1110 Geel. 09 06 
1210 Alb. 20 00 1200 Geel. 14 35 0935 Geel. 13 06 
2330 ~=Geel. 1500 Geel. 17 30 1410 Geel. 17 06 
1800 Geel. 21 06 
2330 Geel. 
Forms 8 Forms | Forms 15 
2 Dim. 11 20 Dim. 11 20 
1240 W’bool 2105 1350 Bgo 19 10 at Dimboola 
2130 Geel. 
Forms 9 Forms 12 Forms 2 
3 Ball. 08 25 Ball. 13 32 Ball. 10 35 
0905 Cob. 18 50 1825  W’bool 1315 Ball. 18 26 
1930 Ball. 1925 Ball. 
Forms 4 Forms 8 Forms 4 
4 Ball. 09 26 Ball. 09 25 1615 Ball. 
1440 S.Geel. 1724 1000 Geel. 12 35 
1812 Cob. 1300 Geel. 15 30 
1755 Dim. 
Forms | Forms 2 Forms 3 
5 Bgo 09 05 Bgo 09 05 09.50 = Alb. 20 39 
0950 Bgo 16 00 1230 Ball. 16 25 2130  ~=Geel. 
1644S. Geel. 1700 Geel. 19 30 
Geel. 22 30* (FO) 
Forms 11 Forms 6 Forms 10 
6 S. Hill 11 00 S. Hill 1100 09.50 ~~ Alb. 20 39 
1200 Geel. 1441 1810 S. Hill 2130  ~=Geel. 
1543 Tgon 2102 
2125 T’gon 
Forms 13 Forms 11 Forms 9 
i Geel. 07 42 0755 Dim. 18 35 W’bool 2013 
0805  Bgo 13 05 2245 ~~ Geel. 
1347 T’gon 19 28 
2020 Bgo (FO) 
Forms 15 Forms 5 Forms 11 
8 Geel. 07 42 Geel. 06 35 W’bool 20 13 
0827 ~~ Alb. 16 20 0835 W’bool 1600 2245  ~=Geel. 
1744 S. Hill 1715 T’gon 
Forms 6 Forms 13 Forms 16 
9 S. Geel. 08 14 Geel. 06 35 Bgo 1915 
1747 Ball. 0800 Geel. 10 35 20 45 Geel. 
1100 Geel. 13 30 
1400 Geel. 16 35 
1830 Bgo 
Forms 3 Forms 10 Forms 7 
10 S. Geel. 08 14 Bgo 19 15 
1615 Ball. 20 45 at Albury 2045 ~— Geel. 
2330 ~=Geel. (FE) 
Forms 7 Forms 16 Forms 8 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
11 S. Geel. 07 52 0810 Alb. 19 45 at Swan Hill 
0840 W’bool 1537 
1644  S. Geel. 
Geel. 22 30* (FO) 
Forms 16 Forms 4 Forms 6 
12 Wel 06 53D Wel 06 58D 1805 Cob. 
0727D T’gon 11 58 07 45D T’gon 1231 
1230 Ball. 16 28 1830 Bgo 
1726 =Dim. 
Forms 2 Forms 9 Forms 1 
13 T’gon 08 24F T’gon 08 40 T’gon 10 33 
0900F T’gon 15 52F 0910 Cob. 17 48 1700 Tgon 
1651F T’gon 1815 Ball. 
Forms 14 Forms 3 Forms 13 
14 T’gon 09 29 
1520 S.Geel. 1805 at Traralgon at Traralgon 
1830 Bgo 
Forms 5 Forms 14 Forms 14 
15 0450 T’gon 1118 Bgo 10 10 
1245 Wel 16 45F 1700 Wel 
1750F Wel (FE) at Bendigo 
1750F T’gon (FO) 
(2110 T’gon-Wel FO) 
Forms 12 Forms 15 Forms 12 
16 S. Geel. 0707 0835 Bgo 13 05 Alb. 18 40 
0755 Dim. 18 38 1825 W’bool 1945  Bgo 
1930 = Alb. (FO) 
2130 = Geel. (FE) 
Forms 10 Forms 7 Forms 5 
17 S. Geel. 08 53 1900 Geel. 
1543 B. Marsh 17 49 at Geelong 
1810S. Geel. 
Geel. 22 30* (FO) 
Forms 17 Forms 17 Forms 17 
18 0543 S. Geel. 08 41 1735 Geel. 21 31 
0900 S. Geel. 1130 at Spencer St 
1400 S. Geel. 1654 (FO) 
1738  S. Geel. 
Forms 18 Forms 18 Forms 18 
21 S. Geel. 07 31 W’bool 1010 0920 #Bairns. 1825 
0826 = Bairns. 1730 1900 _Bairns. 
1805 _Bairns. 
Forms 22 Forms 22 Forms 22 
22 Bairns. 1002 Bairns. 1006 0930 = =Dim. 20 30 
1100 Geel. 1330 (MTuW) 2135* Geel. 
1710 Geel. (FE) 
1805 W’bool (FO) 
Forms 21 Forms 21 Forms 21 
23 W’bool 1010 Geel. 08 40 Geel. 11 06 
1100 Geel. 1330 ©(ThF) 0900 Geel. 11 30 1135 Geel. 15 06 
1656 Geel. 1941 (FE) 1227 T’gon 18 40 1605 Geel. 18 30 
2030 = Geel. (FE) 2130 Geel. 1855  W’bool 
1710 S.Geel. (FO) 
Geel. 20 50* (FO) 
Forms 25 Forms 23 Forms 23 
24 S. Geel. 0752 Geel. 07 41 0935 __ ‘S. Hill 21 06 
0850 Ball. 13 33 0826 Bairns. 1724 2135* Geel. 
1400 Geel. 1654 (FE) 1805 Bairns. 
1805  W’bool (FE) 
1656 Geel. 1941 (FO) 
2030 = Geel. (FO) 
Forms 23 Forms 25 Forms 25 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
25 Geel. 06 31 0700 Geel. 09 35 Bairns. 2115 
0654 S.Geel. 0941 1600 Geel. 18 35 2245 Geel. 
1000 Geel. 12 35 
1300 Geel. 15 30 
1600 S.Geel. 1846 
1915 Geel. 22 06 
2230 =©Geel. 
Forms 24 Forms 24 Forms 24 
26 Alb. 1005 Alb. 1007 Alb. 10 45 
1350 Bgo 19 10 1750 Alb. 1805 ~— Alb. 
Forms 28 same day Forms 26 Forms 26 
27 Mild. 07 00 Mild. 07 00 depart Mildura 21 55 
1715 Alb. 1810 Cob. 
Forms 26 Forms 28 Forms 27 Mon. 
28 2205 = Mild. arrive Mildura 07 40 Cob. 20 02 
2205 ~=Mild. 
Forms 27 Forms 27 Forms 27 Tue. 
30 0455  Sunb. 06 34 B. Marsh 08 30 
0710 Sunb. 09 30 at Spencer St 
1915 Sunb. 20 56 
2120 Sunb. 22 56 
Forms 31 Forms 31 Forms 30 
31 08 27* Sunb. 10 20 0710 Sey. 11 54 
1405 B. Marsh 16 58 
1758 8B. Marsh 2107 (FO) at Spencer St 
1835  B. Marsh 2107 (FE) 
2135 ~~ B. Marsh 
Forms 30 Forms 30 Forms 31 
32 1835 _B. Marsh (FO) B. Marsh 07 30 at Spencer St 
Forms 32 Forms 32 Forms 32 Fri. 
37 B. Marsh 06 45 0750 Kyn 11 45 
0700 = Sey. 11 08 1245 Kyn 16 45 
1602 Sunb. 18 02 1830 Sey. at Seymour 
1830 = Sey. 
Sey. 2223 (FO) 
Forms 39 Forms 37 Forms 37 
38 Crib Point service Crib Point service Crib Point service 
Forms 38 Forms 38 Forms 38 
On Mon. and Fri. runs 37 an 38 change over. 
(09 43* from Spencer St, 10 55* from Frankston) 
39 Sey. 07 21 Sey. 08 28 
1305 Sey. 17 06 0905  B. Marsh 11 42 
1758 B. Marsh 2107 (FE) 1235  B. Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
2135  B. Marsh (FE) 
1837 Sunb. 2010* (FO) 
2055 Sey. (FO) 
Forms 37 Forms 39 Forms 39 
40 Bgo 0712 (MO) Kyn 08 20 1610 Bgo 
Kyn 0712 (ME) 1230. Sey. 
0747 ~~ B. Marsh 1049 
1640 Kyn 
Forms 41 Forms 42 Forms 40 
4] Kyn 08 07° at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1733 Sey. 
Forms 42 Forms 41 Forms 48 
42 Sey. 08 00 at Seymour at Seymour 
1620  B. Marsh 
Forms 45 Forms 43 Forms 42 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
43 Sey. 08 27 at Spencer St at Seymour 
1719  Sunb. 19 35 
Forms 46 Forms 47 Forms 43 
44 Leon. 09 09 Leon. 09 19 Leon. 19 44 
1750 = Kyn 0947 ~=Leon. 18 07 20 10 Leon. 
1826 Leon. 
Forms 40 Forms 44 Forms 44 
45 B. Marsh 07 52 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1510 Kyn 18 32 
Forms 47 Forms 45 Forms 45 
46 0625  Sunb. 08 17 
0955 ~ B. Marsh 12 24 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1245  Kyn 16 50 
1709 Kyn 
Forms 48 Forms 46 Forms 46 
47 0545  Sunb. 07 49 
0810 Kyn 11 47 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1630 Sey. 
Sey 2027 (FO) 
Forms 43 Forms 40 Forms 47 
48 Kyn 08 39 
0958 = Leon. 18 10 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1826 Leon. 
Forms 44 Forms 48 Forms 41 
50 B. Marsh 07 30 
0800 S.Geel. 1053 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1700 _-B. Marsh 
Forms 50 
(Thurs. Forms 51) Forms 50 Forms 50 
51 B. Marsh 08 19 


1724  B. Marsh 
Forms 51 
(Thurs. Forms 50) 


at Bacchus Marsh 


Forms 51 


at Bacchus Marsh 


Forms 51 


B80 powers away from Footscray at 17 22 with an all blue BE car set bound for Geelong, Wed.26.2.86. 
(Graham Withers) 
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Aurora and Spirit of Progress Depart 


Staff cuts for catering crews on interstate trains oper- 
ated by V/Line were bought into operation on 
Sun.29.6.86. 

Originally to be bought in on 1.6 they were deferred 
to 15.6 by V/Line management, but after a stop work 
meeting on the morning of 13.6, which affected the 
north and south bound Daylight that day, V/Line 
management put back the implementation of these 
cuts to 29.6 to allow proper consultation with the staff 
aoe and to implement training programmes for all 
staif. 

The proposed staffing levels were a crew of seven on 
the Southern Aurora — two cooks, five waiters. 

The Overland staff of three — two catering assistants 
in club car in the evenings with one in the cafeteria car. 
In the mornings it was to be two in cafeteria car and 
one in club car. 

The Spirit of Progress and Intercapital Daylight — a 
crew of five — one cook and four catering assistants. 
Previous staff levels on the Spirit and Daylight were 
seven plus a hostess. 

In the period leading up to 29.6, V/Line officers 
travelled on the various trains inspecting operating 
conditions and talking to staff about various problems 
which would be created by staff cuts. 

After due consideration and wishing to maintain the 
standard of service on all trains, management and the 
ARU agreed on the staffing levels. 

These are: the Overland to remain at four for the 
present time (as now). The Southern Aurora crewing to 
stay at seven but when passenger tallies are over 140 
ex Melbourne or Sydney another staff member is to be 
rostered bringing the number to eight. The Spirit and 
ICD: the crew to remain at five; but the cook and 
supervisor to start earlier at South Dynon Car Shed so 
as to have meals available as soon as possible after 
departure from Melbourne. 

The hostess on the Spiritand Daylight has also been 
abolished from 29.6.86. 


G. CARMICHAEL 


Also from 29.6, a light breakfast of tea/coffee and 
toast will be available in the club car of the Southern 
Aurora between 06 30 and 08 15 on a three months’ 
trial. This service was previously available in the dining 
car only on the Victorian side. NSW crews have oper- 
ated this club car service in the mornings for over two 
years. 


After the arrival of the Spirit of Progress and the 
Southern Aurora in Sydney and Melbourne on 3.8.86, 
these two named trains were removed from the timeta- 
bles. The Southern Aurora was eight months short of 
its 25th anniversary and the Spirit 15 months short of 
50 years of operation. 


On the evening of 3.8, the two trains were combined 
to become the Sydney Express — ex Melbourne and 
Melbourne Express ex Sydney. Over holiday periods 
the trains will once again run separately; but will be 
known as the relief Melbourne or Sydney Express. But, 
when the sleeper service runs, a Sitting car is to be 
attached for passengers on the Sydney-Griffith line. 


Proposed timetables are as follows: 


Sydney Express: Dep. Melb. 20 00 
Arr. Sydney 08 45 
Dep. Melb. 21 35 
Arr. Sydney 10 15 
Dep. Sydney 20 00 
Arr. Melb. 09 00 
Relief Melbourne Express: Dep. Sydney 20 35 
Arr. Melb. 09 40 


Catering facilities on the combined train will consist 
of RMS-BCS Aurora dining and lounge car for first 
class sitting and sleeping car passengers. The Spirit 
VRS buffet car will service the economy sitting cars. 
When two trains operate, the dining and lounge cars 
will be included in the consist of the sleeping car ser- 
vice. The VRS will be used on the relief services. Max- 
imum loading will be 17 vehicles. 


Relief Sydney Express: 


Melbourne Express: 


A train that is now part of history. The Up Southern Aurora headed by S301 passes Somerton on Fri.9.5.86. 


(Graham Withers) 
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Above: T390 hauls the Ozride consist out of Spencer St 
station, Sat.19.7.86. (John Dare) 


Opposite above: T334 with the three Harris cars showing the 
unrepainted side during filming at Spencer St, Sat.19.7.86. 
(John Dare) 


Opposite below: “Ozride” T334 at Dynon on Thurs.14.8.86. 
(John Dennis) 


Below: Ozride T334 and a load of 18 goods vehicles is pushed 
across the Moorabool viaduct by T390 during one of six film- 
ing runs early in the morning of Wed.16.7.86. (Roger Gillard) 


Recently T334 and three Harris cars were painted 
bright pink to take part in a documentary film for train- 
ing of V/Line employees on how not to run a railway. 

The badly run railway was given the title ‘Ozride’ 
which was painted on both sides of T334 in large white 
letters. The Harris cars, 780M, 674T, 15(?)5M, were 
painted on one side only and the motor cars had their 
pantographs removed. 

Filming took place at Moorabool on Wed.16.7.86 and 
at Spencer St station on Thurs.17.7.86, Sat.19.7.86 and 
Mon.21.7.86. 
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General News 


Not fooled: For some time the V/Line hierarchy has 
made it quite clear that it wishes to remove the Vine- 
lander service from its timetable. However, patronage 
figures were too good and the only way V/Line could 
justify its plans was to bring about the demise of the 
service. 

It does not want to provide sleeping car service. The 
easy way to reduce demand for such a facility is to hike 
up the price. From $17 last October to $25 per berth 
now and to $30 per berth as from July. The price goes 
up, the service comes down. One conductor serves two 
carriages (before it was a one to one ratio) and a break- 
fast which is totally unattractive (and inadequate). 

By November, the Vinelander will only operate two 
nights a week and a daylight service will be introduced 
as a replacement on some other days. Not a bad 
V/Line effort when you think that the Mildura line as 
the longest in the State, is the most likely to run at a 
cost that is acceptable. 

Downgrade our service, but upgrade the suburban 
electric service, the area where the real railway deficit is 
incurred. Be warned V/Line. The Daylight service was 
tried years ago and failed. 

If V/Line really wants people to travel on its train 
then someone had better tell them fast that they are on 
the wrong track. Apart from that, what they propose to 
do will cost North West Victoria many jobs and cause a 
oo of social hardships on many communities. 

RD 


Prices of periodical transport tickets to rise: The 
Metropolitan Transit Authority has announced 
another round of public transport fare rises, this time 
for periodical tickets. The increases, which will apply 
from 21 July, range from 2.4 per cent for a monthly 
inner zone ticket to 12.5 per cent for a yearly 
‘anywhere’ pass. 

The price of concessional tickets, including those for 
pensioners, will rise by an average of 3.5 per cent. 
Some short-journey concessions are expected to rise 
from 30 cents to 35 cents. The rise in periodical ticket 
prices comes after the State Government’s decision to 
lift prices of daily suburban tickets by an average 7.5 
per cent from 21 July. The price of tickets on country 
services will rise by up to 10 per cent from 1 July. 

Three-monthly and half-yearly passes, which repre- 
sent less than one per cent of metropolitan public 
transport travel, have been scrapped. A passenger who 
previously bought a half-yearly ticket in the inner 
transport neighborhood will have to pay $22, or almost 
10 per cent more, for six months’ suburban travel. 

There are three rates for the new yearly and monthly 
travel passes, based on travel in the inner transport 
neighborhood, two adjoining zones or throughout the 
system with an ‘‘anywhere”’ pass. (Age, IBB) 


Growers in freight talks: Representatives from 
V/Line, the Australian Wheat Board, the Australian 
Barley Board, the Victorian Farmers and Graziers 
Association and the Ministry of Transport met recently 
to begin discussions on the setting of the rail grain 
freight rates for season 1986-87. 

The grains group president, Neil Simpson, who is 
leading the VFGA discussions, welcomes the talks and 
was hopeful negotiating parties could reach common 
agreement on a satisfactory freight rate that would 


274 


assist growers to place their grain on the export market 
at a competitive price. 

Considerable criticism has been levelled at the Vic- 
torian grain transport and handling system over recent 
years. Growers have maintained that V/Line’s freight 
rates are not competitive with road movement. Mr 
Simpson said we all agree that the costs of handling 
and transport present the greatest challenge to our 
future viability and we must address these costs now in 
a realistic way. 

He said the VFGA had engaged the firm of manage- 
ment consultants, Price Waterhouse Urwick, to 
analyse and review figures and costs presented by 
V/Line. 

‘“*V/Line and the Ministry of Transport have a large 
team of economists and technical staff available to pre- 
sent their financial position, and it is only right that we 
should seek similar expertise in order to fully under- 
stand and comprehend their work. Transport of grain, 
costs our growers $70 million each year and we must 
make sure this is spent in the best interests of 
growers.”” (FS) 


Axe country train services — expert: Country 
passenger train services should be shut down and re- 
placed by buses. And the State Government should 
hand over control of all country public transport to the 
Federal Government. 

They were two of the radical measures proposed by 
Monash University’s associate professor of transport 
engineering, Mr Ken Ogden. He said the only way the 
Cain Government could make any long-term impact 
on the massive drain of public funds into public 
transport was to introduce ‘“‘fundamental constitu- 
tional reform’’. 

Mr Ogden said the Government should adopt three 
reforms. The first, he said, was to close down all coun- 
try passenger services. He also said the non-urban rail 
system should be taken over by the Federal Govern- 
ment, just as the South Australian and Tasmanian 
systems were in 1975. 

And the suburban railways should not be operated 
by the State Government, but by an independent 
metropolitan authority. (IBB) 


V/Line joins fare hike: Country train and bus fares 
will rise by an average 7.5 per cent from July 1 — 
almost three weeks before metropolitan fares jump by 
a similar amount. The price of daily V/Line tickets 
throughout the state will rise by about 7.5 per cent but 
periodical passes, including weekly tickets, will leap by 
up to 10 per cent. For instance, on V/Line services 
between Melbourne and Geelong, the single fare will 
increase by 30 cents to $4.60. A weekly ticket will go up 
$2.40 to $25.90. (IBB) 


SA mail by road: All Adelaide and South Australian 
mail will now go by road, instead of by rail. As from 
5 May, all mail for the Adelaide and South Australian 


Centre Pages: A79 pauses at Woodend at the 
head of 08 05 Down Great Northern Ltd ona 


cold and snowy Fri.25.7.86. (Paul L Moore) 
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areas will circulate through the Ballarat mail centre. 
Previously the Adelaide mail was transported on the 
Overland express, but this service has now ceased. 
Closing time for South Australian mail to the Ballarat 
mail centre is now 1.15 p.m. Monday to Friday, and 5 
p.m. Friday. All mail posted in the letter receiver at the 
post office by 11.30 a.m. Saturday is dispatched that 
day. (PJM) 


Hot-rod train set for tests: V/Line tested a 160 kmh 
train between Glenorchy and Lubeck on the main 
Melbourne - Adelaide line on Wed.23.7. The train’s 
only passengers were speed testing officials. 

The railway speed limit for the section is 115 kmh or 
72 mph. A 27-kilometre section of track through Wal 
Wal is the longest straight in the Victorian rail network. 
The special train hauled by diesel locomotive A85 will 
spend each night in Horsham during the speed trials. 
The original B class locomotive is modified. 

V/Line has not announced the trials to the public. 
Railways officials have been overseas studying the 
ae Britain and the fast Talgo trains of Spain. 

PJM 


CRPs: V/Line’s network of Central Receival Points 
for grain will be extended by two before the start of the 


next harvest. The new receival points will be at Ouyen 
and Charlton. Facilities to be constructed at each loca- 
tion include two 10,000 cubic metre vertical steel silos, 
receival roads, and will have a grain elevating capacity 
of 480 tonnes an hour. The contract, worth $3.7 mil- 
lion, specifies completion before 17 October this year. 
(V/Line Update). 


Preserved railway economics: The 1985/86 Annual 
Report of the Bellarine Peninsula Railway makes 
interesting reading and gives some idea of the running 
costs of this worthwhile venture. One item, Insurance, 
has jumped from 7% of expenditure in 1984/85 to 31% 
in 1985/86. It is likely other tourist railways will face 
large increases in the cost of public risk insurance over 
the next few years. The BPR insurance bill is now 
$30,000 per year. 


Increases in tickets sold and sales profits as well as 
timely government grants have meant an improve- 
ment in the BPR financial position. A CEP grant for 
$216,000 will see 18 people employed for 26 weeks on 
track upgrading. Recent works include re-cladding the 
engine shed, improvements to the Queenscliff station 
and installation of toilets at Drysdale. 


A78 momentarily disturbs the calm of a warm summer’s evening at Kilmore East with the Up Cobram pass., 


Tues.4.2.86. (Graham Withers) 
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Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Timboon line closed?: On Thurs.29.5, Y131 (blue and 
gold) departed Camperdown at around 11 30 light 
engine for VAL Siding where it arrived soon after 
13 00. There was a brief pause while the assembled 
photographers took a few shots then the loco coupled 
up to the nine GYs which were waiting at VAL Siding. 
The required brake test was completed and the train 
departed for Camperdown. 

There were no more GYs left at VAL Siding follow- 
ing this departure which is widely believed to have 
been the last train to operate along the line. The line is 
yet to be officially closed but it has been ‘booked out’ 
for repairs which will probably never be done. 


No.8280 pass.: Sun.1.6.86: A66-X45-42ACN- 
41BRN-14BN-27ACN-32BRN-26BN. Warrnambool 
depart 17 07 (connecting bus ex Heywood arrived 13 
late at 1703), Terang 1737/1738, Camperdown 
17 52/17 53, Colac 18 21/18 23, Birregurra 18 35'4/ 
18 36, Winchelsea 18 51/18 52, Geelong 19 20/19 23, 
Spencer St platform 8 arrive 20 18 (5 late). 


No.8286 pass.: Thurs.5.6.86: A71-D328-D307- 
48ACN-46BRN-7BN. Warrnambool depart 17 49, 
Terang 18 18/18 19, Camperdown 18 34/18 35, Colac 
19 01/19 02, Winchelsea 19 27/19 38 (shunt to No.2 
road and cross N454 No.8265 pass. 19 35/19 36), 
Geelong 2006/2013, Spencer St platform 7 arrive 
2104 C1 early). 


Geelong goods: On Wed.16.7, 9176 Up goods left 
North Geelong at 03 00 hauled by X37-T364 with a 


load of 40=53=53, 1279 tonne. After shunting at 
Tottenham, arrival at Melbourne was at 0605. 
(GMcL) 


Fast run from Geelong: The fastest schedule from 
Geelong to Melbourne is 52 minutes for the Saturday 
afternoon Up Warrnambool train. This train is nor- 
mally double-headed, and since the introduction of N 
locos it is not unusual to have two of them. On Sat.19.6 
it arrived at Geelong 5 minutes early with N451-N453 
on the usual load of D van and N set. The following 
was the run to Spencer St. 


Geelong 15 08 03 
North Geelong 15 11 18 
North Shore 15 13 29 
Corio 15 15 12 
Lara 15 18 25 
Little River 15 23 23 
Werribee 15 31 56 (PWR) 
Laverton 15 37 39 
Altona Junction 15 41 59 
Newport 15 44 30 
Footscray 15 49 00 
South Kensington 15 51 23 
signal stop 15 53 21 
15 53 51 
North Melbourne 15 54 51 
Spencer St 15 57 48 


Under 50 minutes is very fast for a regular train on the 
Up. (SRMcL) 


N452 crosses the Tottenham Yard goods line flyover with a Down Geelong pass. on Sat.26.7.86 due to track works 


being carried out at Spotswood. (John Dare) 
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SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Ararat depot visits: 

Sun.1.6: C502, G515, 524, 525, T364, 372, 373, 374, 
384, 385, 389, 391, 393, 397, 404, Y156, 158, 159, 
(ANR) 935, 940. 

Sun.8.6: C502, G515, 521, T354, 370, 372, 376, 387, 
392, 394, (ANR) 932. 

Sun.15.6: G522, 525, N458, S306, T358, 374, 376, 
377, 380, 392, 395, Y156, 158, 159. 

Sun.22.6: G515, 523, 525, T358, 362, 370, 375, 385, 
389, 392, 394, 395, 398, Y156, 157, 158. 

Sun.29.6: C506, G512, 515, 524, T349, 358, 362, 367, 
370, 371, 372, 374, 376, 389, 392, 393, 394, 395, 
410, Y122, 156, 157. (PJM) 


Ararat - Stawell specials: V/Line ran a series of 
special trains between Ararat and Stawell on Sun.5.6 to 
celebrate the opening of the newly renovated Ararat 
station. The specials were timed to depart Ararat at 
12 45, 14.00, 15 00 and 16 00. Locos used were N452 
(west end) and N454 (east end) with car sets N10 and 
N19. The Dimboola pass. which preceded the first 
special had N451 with set N9. (PJM) 


ANR takeover?: ANR locos ruled on the Western line 
on Sat.14.6 with: 


937-947-35 wagons, 9146 Up Jet, Bacchus Marsh, 
13 10. 

938-940-935-29 wagons, 9129 Down Jet, Ballan, 
16 00. 

947-937, 9145 Down Jet, Dynon. (GMcL) 


SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


Melbourne - Swan Hill passenger service: Is train 
8043, Spencer St 17 44, to Swan Hill now a mixed? 

This train now has attached up to two D vans carry- 
ing goods traffic along with the normal D van for par- 
cels and luggage. This practice follows on from 
industrial trouble earlier in the year which appears to 
have reduced goods traffic out of Melbourne Yard. 

At present there is not enough goods on offer to run 
a train to the Swan Hill freight gate. For a period goods 
for Swan Hill were railed to Ouyen and brought across 
to Swan Hill by road. This apparently still applies to 
those goods which cannot be accommodated in D 
vans, however over recent weeks D vans have been 
attached to 8043. The vans are attached to the rear of 
the train behind the usual D van. 

The writer generally records particulars for Newsrail 
of a return journey from Swan Hill to Melbourne each 
year and particulars of an Up journey on Sat.5.7 and 
Down trip on Mon.7.7 follows: 

The writer arrived at Swan Hill station about 20 
minutes prior to scheduled departure time to find the 
train on the main line but north of the platform and the 
driver attempting to carry out some repairs to the run- 
ning gear of car C. There had been a minor derailment 
at a set of compound points leading to the turntable the 
night before involving $306. Also, due to a separate 
incident, the diesel generator set under the car was 
unserviceable. Jumper cables from car B could supply 
power for lighting but the airconditioning in car C 
would have to be left off on this cold winter morning. 

Despite these problems the train consisting of S306, 
D van and N set was able to leave on time and despite 
slow downs through the suburban area arrived at 
Spencer St on time. 
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A walk through the train after it left Pyramid 
revealed 27 passengers, those in car C mainly well rug- 
ged up. There was the usual influx at Bendigo and as 
the train left Bendigo the conductor invited the 
passengers in car C to come forward and take up the 
unoccupied seats in cars A and B. 

On the Monday evening the train was found on plat- 
form 6 rather than 3 as listed in the timetable. Up to 
about ten minutes before departure time there was no 
loco attached. However X48 with a D van attached 
backed on at at 17 34. This D was the goods van and 
had apparently been late in coming over from goods 
and had to be left behind the loco rather than at the 
rear of the train. Departure was on time but there were 
a number of stops between Sunshine and Sunbury due 
possibly to a late running Sunbury train ahead. 

Arrival at Bendigo was 10 late. Four minutes were 
picked up north of Bendigo, it could have been more 
but there was a section north of Kerang where track 
work is in progress where speed was restricted. 193 
passengers were on board when the train departed 
Spencer St and there was a reasonable number travell- 
ing beyond Bendigo. 

Refreshment staff no longer travel right through to 
Swan Hill but stay overnight in Kerang. This means 
that refreshments are not available for the first or last 
hour of the journey. 

The car interiors were very clean and the public 
address system working. On both journeys the 
travellers received courteous attention from conduc- 
tors and catering staff. 

One cannot help noticing how grubby the exteriors 
of N sets become after they have been in service and 
also those N class engines which have been running for 
some months. It could be thought that V/Line may 
have to give this some attention as it is the image the 
peas see and form impressions of the system. 

AF 


Bendigo power: On Fri.18.7, X51-Y122-13xGY- 
VVDY arrived at Dynon on an Up goods at 05 30. On 
Sat.19.7, an Up Bendigo goods arrived Melbourne at 
0530 hauled by A79-X34-T370-T404-T361-Y113, 
with L1160 in the load. 


18 30 Bendigo: Because of overcrowding, this train no 
longer stops at Sunbury on Fridays, and there is an 
extra Sunbury train at 18 37. On Fri.11.7, the effects of 
the petrol strike were evident: the 1830 departed 
Spencer St with 100 passengers standing in the N set, 
and the Sunbury DRC-MTH had at least 70 
passengers. (SRMcL) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Mansfield bus: From Fri.6.6, the private bus service 
Melbourne - Mansfield via Yarra Glen was incorpor- 
ated into the V/Line network. The times for the new 
service are: 


Mon. to 
Fri. Sat. Sun. Fri.* 
Spencer St 08 40 09 05 13 05 15 50 
Mansfield 12 10 12 20 16 25 19 30 
Mon. to 
Sat. Sun. Fri,* 
Mansfield 13 20 18 05 20 10 
Spencer St 16 40 21 40 23 20 
“snow season only. 
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This service’s private origin is seen by the fact that it 
calls at Whights Tourist Bureau as well as Spencer St 
station. The established service via Flowerdale con- 
tinues unaltered. The yellow leaflet giving details of the 
new service shows connections to/from Mount Buller 
for the snow season and gives a through coordinated 
fare. (SRMcL) 


Down Cobram pass.: Thurs.22.5.86 the 20 37 Down 
Cobram pass. was noted being hauled by T413 and 
T345 with an N consist and D van. The same set was 
on the Friday morning 07 05 Up, only with T345 lead- 
ing the consist. 


Albury line sightings: As of Wed.9.7, the following 
‘flat tops’ were still in service: T321-T333-T334-T342- 
T345-T413. 

Tues.8.7: T384-T342 ran 9113, 1025 Melbourne - 
Seymour goods. 

Wed.9.7: T384-T333 ran 9313, 1025 Melbourne - 
Seymour goods. 

Tues.15.7: 9302, 00 20 Seymour - Melbourne goods 
(ex Shepparton) was X50 — 22=40=57 1026 tonne 
departing Seymour at 0200 with arrival at 
Melbourne at 05 50. (GMcL) 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Test train: On Tues.3.6, G520 worked a 17 car Spirit 
of Progress from Albury to Melbourne for testing pur- 
poses. The SRANSW Dynamometer car was attached 
to the consist to record the trial. The load of the Spirit 
was built up to the 17 vehicle maximum with the use 
of spare Aurora and Indian-Pacific cars which were 
running without passengers. The consist departed for 
Sydney that evening, again for testing purposes. (GC) 


Power van failure: Owing to a power van failure on 
Sat.28.6, the Spirit of Progress and the Southern Aurora 
were run as a combined train which departed Spencer 
St at 20 00. 42210-42214 were the train locos with 2 
motorail wagons-1 MHN-5 sitting cars-1 VRS buffet-4 
sleeping cars-dining car-club car-PHN power car. Stops 
were made at Benalla and Wangaratta with arrival at 
Albury at 23 52 — 2 minutes late. 8169-8175 provided 
the motive power from Albury to Sydney (GC) 


Standard gauge goods: On Sun.6.7, G517-G518 ran 
9665, 10 30 Melbourne - Albury goods with a load of 
24=47=72 1506 tonne, departing Dynon at 10 50. 
C503-C506 were passed at West Footscray Junction 
with 9132 Up Jet at 1057. At Donnybrook Loop 9665 
crossed G520 on an Up goods at 11 40. At Wallan 
Loop 9665 crossed $301-L257 on an Up goods at 12 33 
and 42203 on another Up goods at 13 05. At Tallarook 
Loop T411 was passed with yet another Up goods at 
13 46. Arrival at Wodonga Loop was at 15 55. (GMcL) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Trafalgar: The 1715 Down Traralgon on Saturday 
nights is regularly run by three T locos but the 
schedule is only 5 minutes slower than an electric 
schedule and appears to be impossible to maintain. The 
best time observed is 5 minutes late at Trafalgar, on 
three separate occasions. One of these was Sat.14.6 
when only two locos were provided — T348-T403. On 
Sat.31.5 this train was 35 minutes late at Trafalgar, 5 
minutes of the lateness resulting from a failed 
automatic signal at Garfield. 
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The three T locos return on the 17 05 Up Bairnsdale 
on Sundays (this train is now a single S set) but rarely 
pass Trafalgar on time at 19 28; some runs in June 
were: 


1.6: 1943/1945 (unscheduled stop) 
15.6: 2013 (the 17 00 Down Traralgon was on time, 
indicating a cross at Traralgon) 
22.6: 1941 


Other Sunday trains continue to be poor time- 
keepers. The 19 00 Down Bairnsdale was 30 minutes 
late on 8.6 and 25 minutes late the following week. On 
8.6 (Sunday of a long weekend) the 18 25 arrival Tra- 
ralgon at Spencer St was an N set which shunted off, 
and the 1900 Down Bairnsdale was an S set brought 
on, and departure was 11 minutes late. More time was 
lost in the suburbs and in slow running in the country. 
The Sunday morning Down Bairnsdale reached 
Trafalgar on time on 15.6, the first occasion observed 
this year. 

Most passenger trains had the scheduled L locos. On 
2.6 the 16 55 and 18 40 Up and 21 25 Down Traralgon 
trains were diesel-hauled, as was the 06 50 Up the next 
morning. On 30.5 the morning Up Bairnsdale train 
passed Trafalgar behind T357-T366. 

A fatal accident occurred on 19.6 when the 18 40 Up 
Traralgon struck a car on the level-crossing at the 
Down end of Trafalgar, killing a woman in the car. The 
train stopped between the crossing and the platform 
for 75 minutes while emergency services attended, 
then terminated. L1156 light engine from Warragul 
was used to pull a damaged cow-catcher off the loco, 
L1171, and take this loco and the empty cars back to 
Traralgon. The 18 40 Up was replaced by a bus bet- 
ween Trafalgar and Melbourne (100 late from 
Trafalgar), and the 1805 Down Bairnsdale by buses 
east of Warragul. The empty cars off this train passed 
Trafalgar at 21 45 (107 late). (SRMcL) 


Overtake in the suburbs: The 16 55 Up Traralgon is 
one of many Eastern trains given a very poor schedule 
in the suburban area. It has 3 minutes recovery time 
between Nar-Nar-Goon and Pakenham then no less 
than 11 minutes pathing allowance, following a stop- 
ping train from Dandenong to Caulfield. It is not 
unusual to be checked at Narre Warren and then run at 
reduced speed for 28 km. On 30.5 this train had had a 
pretty uninspiring run up from Gippsland and left Nar- 
Nar-Goon 5 minutes late. Despite the three minutes 
recovery allowance, it was still 4 minutes late through 
Berwick. Then there were signal checks behind a rather 
late Up suburban, and the Dandenong arrival was 11 
minutes behind the schedule. There was a long stop 
here for vangoods, but there was still slow running 
most of the way to Caulfield, reached 7 minutes late. 
By this time, the following Up Pakenham train, which 
runs express Dandenong - Springvale - Oakleigh - 
Caulfield - Richmond, had caught up, and while the 
country train had an 80-second stop in platform 3 at 
Caulfield, the suburban came alongside in platform 2. 
Both trains left together, the express suburban on the 
through lines, and as the suburban has a higher speed 
limit it won the race to Flinders St easily. It says some- 
thing for the appalling disregard of the Met for 
reasonable schedules for country trains, and the sorry 
state of V/Line being forced to accept things that on a 
58 kilometre journey a suburban train was able to over- 
take a country train which made only two stops. 
(SRMcL) 


NEWSRAIL 


New bus service: A new bus service from South 
Gippsland and the Latrobe Valley has been introduced 
following consumer research carried out by V/Line’s 
passenger services division. the service operates on 
weekday mornings from Fish Creek, Foster and Yar- 
ram, to Traralgon and Morwell, and returns late in the 
afternoon. It connects with the train from Traralgon to 
Melbourne at 0850 and again with the 13 45 train 
from Melbourne to Traralgon due at 16 05. 

On Mondays the service also takes students from 
South Gippsland to the Gippsland Institute of Tech- 
nology, returning on Fridays to take them back to 
South Gippsland for the weekends. The service has 
been contracted to Eldred’s Coach Tours, with funding 
through the South Gippsland Shire Council from the 
Latrobe Regional Commission. (V/Line Update) 


Power to spare: On Fri.27.6, the 13 20 Up Bairnsdale 
pass. (8468) arrived at Traralgon with T386, T396, 
ve a T402 heading the usual Z set and D van. 
DBH 


First time: On Sat.28.6, S309 and N455 hauled the 
08 25 Down Bairnsdale pass. (8407) from Spencer St 
to Traralgon where they stayed for crew training pur- 
poses until the next afternoon when they hauled the 
16 05 Up Traralgon pass. (8494) which had the N lead- 
ing, the S still facing east. This is the first known run of 
an S class on a revenue train beyond Dandenong and 
the first run of an N class to Traralgon. (DBH) 


Two man crews begin: Although originally intended to 
commence on Mon.16.6, between Traralgon and 


Orbost, but delayed until Mon.23.6, due to an 
industrial dispute, trains from this date now run 
between Traralgon and Orbost and between Stratford 
Junction and Maffra with a two man crew. The guard’s 
van is left attached only to the through trains (9459 on 
the Down, 9430 on the Up) as there is no night shift 
pilot, which is when these two trains run through Tra- 
ralgon. The ‘end of train marker’ is therefore ‘fitted to’ 
or ‘removed from’ the rear of these two trains. The 
Maffra goods, which originates from Traralgon, runs 
as per the instructions laid down in the amended Rules 
and Regulations. (DBH) 


Diesels: The first visit of an N loco to the Eastern 
region occurred on Sat.28.6 when one was double- 
headed with an S loco on the Down Gippslander. These 
locos remained at Traralgon for crew training until 
Sunday afternoon, returning on the 1405 Up 
Bairnsdale. A similar move took place a fortnight later 
when S-X-N locos were used. In the week beginning 
14.7, S locos appeared on Melbourne - Traralgon 
goods trains. 

N451 ran the 1805 Down Bairnsdale on Sat.12.7. 
After a poor run in the suburbs this train was 9 
minutes late at Dandenong, but three minutes were 
regained to Moe. On Sun.20.7 an N loco ran the 17 00 
Down Traralgon (22 late at Trafalgar), returning on 
the 06 50 Up the next morning. The 1651 Down on 
Mon.21.7 had an N loco and was only a minute late. 
On Wed.23.7 the 0850 Up Traralgon was sighted 
departing Flinders St a few minutes early behind X51. 


P11 and Y163 pass under the old Calder Hwy at Porcupine Hill with the Saturday Down Bendigo goods on 9.8.86. 
(A. Sedawie) 
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On more than one occasion only two Ts were avail- 
able for the 17 15 Down Traralgon Saturdays, instead 
of the scheduled three. On 5.7, T354-T405 departed 
Dandenong 2 minutes late and lost another 7 minutes 
to Trafalgar. On 19.7, three Ts were provided (T361- 
T398-T396) but a departure from Dandenong 2 
minutes late led to an 10 minute late arrival at 
Trafalgar. When operated by T locos, this train is 
always late. 


Late passenger trains: On Mon.14.7 the 16 51 Down 
Traralgon was 54 minutes late at Trafalgar (normal 
load of L loco and N set). The following Monday the 
suburban service was disrupted at Dandenong in the 
morning, and this could have led to late running of 
evening Gippsland trains. The 13 47 Down Traralgon 
departed Trafalgar 49 minutes late at 16 16 and had a 
tight turnround at Traralgon to form the 1655 Up 
which was 8 late. The 15 43 Down was 24 late, which 
should have been reduced to about 18 minutes by Tra- 
ralgon because of the recovery time allowed, but its 
return, the 18 40 Up, was still 27 late. The 16 51 Down 
(N loco) and 18 05 Down were close to time. 

The Sunday morning train was seen only once, on 
6.7 when it had two L locos and was 14 minutes late. 
On Sun.20.7, the 17 00 Down Traralgon (N loco) was 
22 late, as was the 17 05 Up Bairnsdale which made an 
unscheduled stop at Trafalgar. It appears that these 
trains crossed as scheduled at Herne’s Oak; normally a 
Bairnsdale crew drives the Down train from there to 
Traralgon, so as well as being qualified for L locos they 
must know how to drive Ns. The same day the 19 00 
Down Bairnsdale passed Trafalgar 25 late. 


Diverse: The 21 10 Traralgon - Warragul on Fri.4.7 
had four passengers Traralgon - Morwell, one Morwell 
- Trafalgar, one on at Moe and two on at Trafalgar. 

The 0600 Up Bairnsdale was interesting on two 
occasions: on Mon.7.7 is passed Trafalgar with a B loco 
on the normal set of 5 cars and D van; on Thurs.17.7 
the L loco had a load of five orange cars and CD van. 
(SRMcL) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Footscray goods: The Down briquette block goods 
arrived at 0755 on Mon.23.6 hauled by B69 and 
L1157. The two engines departed at 08 25 presumably 
for Dynon at 08 25. Not to be outdone P13 arrived at 
09 36 with the local goods (soda ash cement container 
flats). The normal practice at Footscray is for the 
engine off the Down briquette to wait for the SEC to 


unload the VHEYs, and then haul the empties to 
Caulfield/Oakleigh where an L is attached for the trip 
to Morwell. The stage was set for the P to haul the Up 
briquette. Alas it was not to be, but surprisingly N453 
arrived at 12 20 and departed at 12 29 with 14 VHEYs 
and VVDY11. P13 departed at 1317 (containers 
cement). S315-N453 hauled the 16 20 Bacchus Marsh, 
returning light engine through Sunshine at 19 40 on 
the same day without the engines from the 17 00 and 
17 25 Down Bacchus Marsh passengers. (WJ) 


Suburban goods: On Tues.10.6, the Port Melbourne 
goods was a bit bigger than usual with Y138-VLCX- 
3x VFNX-ALGX-VLCX-VLEX-VLCX-VFNX- 
5xVLCX-VVAP. Passing through Flinders St at 07 20. 

On Wed.18.6, P17 with a load of AOFX-VOVX- 
VOCX-VOCX-VOCX-VOCX-VVBP ran the Fairfield 
goods, leaving East yard at 11 27. 


Fairfield goods: 

Tues.8.7: 1T368-T348-AOWY-11xVOCX-VVDY, 
10 50, Spencer St. 

Fri.11.7: T387-T359-15xVOCX-VVAP, 
Spencer St. 

Fri.11.7: 08 00 Maribyrnong River goods departed East 
yard at 08 20 with P22-15xVQCX (empty). The Up 
load departed Maribyrnong at 1350 with GY- 
5xAOSY-15xVQCX (loaded). 

A Down Long Island goods ran through South Ken- 
sington at 12 48 on Fri.11.7 with B80-28 wagons-CP. 
(GMcL) 


Night shift on the Hump: On Thurs.17.7 the follow- 

ing was noted: 

H1-X39: No.1 Hump pilot. 

HS-X37: No.2 Hump pilot. 

Y118: Trimmer pilot. 

X51-VOCX-28xVQCX-VVCP: Down goods, 00 08. 

X33-T395-T406-25 wagons-CP: 9304 Up Albury 
goods, 01 06. 

S306-T345-22x VHCA-VVAY: 9294 Up North 
Geelong goods, 01 25. 

B76-T349-VOCX-3xVLCX-23xVQCX-VVDY: Up 
Geelong goods, 02 00. 

N454-10 wagons-VVDY: Up Ballarat goods, 02 25. 

1T366-T399-T348-20 wagons-VVDY: 9302 Up Shep- 
parton goods, 04 15. 

T386-T390-11 wagons-ZF: Down goods, 04 25. 

T354-17 wagons-ZLP: Down goods, 04 27. 

C506-18 wagons: 9180 Up goods, 05 45. (GMcL) 


11 45, 


Alcos 938 and 935 arrive at Ballarat East with the 09 45 Down Wolseley express goods as work progresses 
on restoring Y112 in the background. Sat.3.5.86. (John Dare) 


Vintage Train 
to Yarra Glen 


SEPTEMBER 1986 


Above: D3639 leaves Lilydale bound for Yarra Glen with the 
Vintage Train’s 20th Anniversary Tour on Sun.4.5.86. 


Below: X42 assists D3639 upgrade into Mitcham on the return 
working from Yarra Glen later the same day. (Both photos John 
Dare) 
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Rollingstock 


V/Line colour scheme: As at Tues.17.6.86, the follow- 

ing V/Line country rollingstock has been issued to 

revenue traffic in the new livery of grey roof, orange 

sides with a white and green stripe below window level 

and V/Line logo: 

N sets: N3 7.12.85 

N10 27.2.86 

N9 26.3.86 

N19 10.5.86 

N11 16.6.86 (all at Newport workshops) 

262ACZ (ex 4VBK) 14.3.86 

260ACZ (ex 260VBK 5.4.86 

252ACZ 22.5.86 

BZ: 264BZ 14.6.86 (all at Bendigo North 
workshops) (JG) 


ACZ: 


Y class: As at Sat.19.7, the following Y class shunting 
units were in V/Line livery: Y101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 
106, 108, 109, 110, 113, 117, 119, 120, 122, 124, 127, 
129, 130, 132, 134, 135, 137, 138, 141, 142, 143, 144, 
145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 152, 153, 155, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 163, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 172, 173, 
174 and 175. Total 51. At Newport for overhaul and 
repaint is Y121. Stored Y146. Newport pilots are Y128 
oo Bendigo North workshops pilot is Y142. 


L class: As at Sat.19.7, the status of the L class electric 

locomotives was as follows: 

In revenue service: L1152, 1155, 1156,* 1159,* 1161, 
1162,* 1166, 1168, 1169,* 1171, 1172, 1173 and 
1174* 

Stored at Newport, L1167 

Scrapped (both at Newport) L1163, 1164 

Undergoing repairs (Dynon) L1150,* 1154, 1157, 
1158, 1160,* 1170 

Undergoing repairs (Newport) L1151, 1153. JG) 

*in V/Line colours. 


SRANSW 81 class: The following 81 class locos have 
been observed at Dynon up to Sat.19.7, for the fitting 
of radios and vigilance control, 8163, 8172, 8171, 
8170, 8167, 8165, 8166, 8169, 8168. (JG) 


Locomotives: Surplus locomotives are now being with- 
drawn from traffic, mainly the first series T class. The 
first convoy of withdrawn locos was noted on 
Mon.12.5 at 13 30 when Y140 propelled T320-S305- 
T346-B67-B72-T335 from Dynon Loco to 7 Shed, 
West Yard. All locos have been locked up and have 
had their number plates removed. Y140 was scheduled 
for withdrawal, but was reinstated as depot shunter at 
Dynon Loco. It was still performing the same duties on 
Tues.17.6, helping to rerail T359 which had come to 
grief. 

A second movement of withdrawn locos occurred 
on Wed.14.5 at 1405 as T376 pushed T325-B68 
-F class-T322 to 7 Shed from Dynon Loco. Since then 
another two flat-top Ts and an orange Y class have 
been added to the scrap line. 

Tangerine B64 appears destined for scrapping soon, 
being noted at Dynon on Tues.17.6 with one of its 
nose doors cut out and one cowcatcher missing. It has 
been idle for some time. 
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F212, despite being withdrawn from service, has 
been in regular service as North Melbourne 
Workshops shunter and as the Hump trimmer. 

L1159 has been repainted in the V/Line livery, as 
has L1160 at Bendigo. L1160 was worked to Bendigo 
as part of the load of 9057 goods on Thurs.28.11 last 
year, behind B75 and Y173. 

Tues.17.6 saw another two withdrawn flat-top Ts at 
Dynon: T334 and possibly 323. However, on Fri.20.6, 
T334 and X38 were noted light engine at North 
Melbourne, prior to running a goods (possibly the 
23 00 Bendigo). T334 was operating but was still minus 
its number plates. 

X37 has been mounted on freight bogies for a while, 
presumably pending overhaul. 

Westrail L class No.257 had not been sent back to 
Western Australia as at Tues.17.6, and was regularly 
seen in service hauling 9695, the 13 00 Down Mets. 
[WL257 returned to W.A. on Tues.2.9.86. — Editor.] 

It is believed that SRA 8163 has been blackbanned. 
8172 was noted at Dynon Loco on Wed.28.5. 

442 class are still extensively involved in through 
running, and on Thurs.22.5 8661 Down /CD had 
44224 and 44230 in charge. (JLB) 


K181: The planned running of Numurkah’s K181, at 
Rotary Park has been scrapped. The loco was almost 
lost to the town recently, but community reaction was 
such, the engine is in Numurkah to stay. 

G class: The article on the G class in the June Newsrail 
refers to some of the differences between the first and 
second series of locos. Other differences which I have 
noted are: 

The first series have a grille on one side of the loco 
for the air-conditioning unit. This is missing from the 
second series, which have their air-conditioning units 
mounted in the cab roofs, in the same manner as the N 
class. Also the recessed steps on the cabsides are in a 
different position, while the cab doors have additional 
handles near the bottom. 

All these differences can be seen by comparing the 
photographs on pages 170 and 171 of the June 
Newsrail. (DSG) 


—— 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Telephone 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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NEWSRAIL 


Works 


Glen Thompson - Coleraine Junction: 


Glen Thompson: New 60 kg points complete with trail- 
able mechanism were being built at the Up end. No.3 
road has been removed and a new extension has been 
built leading off No.4 road at the Up end. New 60 kg 
points were being built at the Down end. Earthworks 
had been done to allow an extension of No.2 road fora 
few metres in the Down direction. 


Dunkeld: New 60 kg points were being built at the Up 
end. The Down end of No.2 road was being extended 
in the Down direction. The main line is on a curve in 
this area and will be slewed so that the new Down end 
points will lie straight for No.2 road rather than No.1 
road as at present. 


Grampians Loop: This loop was completed some time 
ago, however a derailment damaged the Up end points 
and trackwork. Reconstruction of the Up end points 
had been finished but the trailable mechanism and 
point indicator were still to be fitted. 


Coleraine Junction: A new Up outer home signal had 
been provided, probably in connection with the 
installation of flashing lights at a nearby level-crossing. 
The old outer home signal was lying in the grass near 
its former base. The points leading to the Penshurst 
line and the former loco depot have been removed. 
Most tracks in the old loco depot area have been dis- 
mantled. The points leading to the Coleraine line still 
remain in use to serve the saleyards. The saleyards line 
branches off the Coleraine line a few hundred metres 
from the main line junction. The Coleraine line ends at 
a baulk one rail length past the saleyard junction 
points. To get to the saleyards, one diverges from the 
main line onto the Coleraine line via a set of annett 
locked points and then diverges from the Coleraine 
line onto the saleyards line via a set of staff locked 
points. 


Portland line: The Up and Down homes and plunger 
locked points at Myamyn Loop have been abolished 
and replaced with trailable points, switch-stands and 
location boards. The No.2 road extension at Heywood 
is now in service with trailable points at the Down end 
but with an Up searchlight home and a fixed switch- 
stand indicator, white with black striped discs facing 
Down trains and black discs facing Up. No changes yet 
at the Up end. The new loop midway between 
Heywood and Portland has the No.2 road complete but 
without points. At Portland Up and Down two position 
colour light homes the former with a calling on light 
have been located at the Down end of the exchange 
sidings. The points in this area have hand locking bars, 
electrical detection and WSA levers. A new No.2 road 
engine shed is under construction on the Down side 
with a pit on one road. An Up 2 position colour light 
signal is also under construction at the Down end of 
the departure siding. The points at the junction of the 
harbour trust line have had a trailable mechanism 
installed but without switch-stand indicator. The points 
are again staff locked and lie towards the harbour line 
which makes no sense at all. (WJ) 


Collingwood station reconstruction: With construc- 
tion work underway at Collingwood station, it is time 
to update the report in Newsrail, 8.85. During June and 
July a temporary access stairway was built leading from 
the Up platform into the adjacent park. when it was 
completed, the old station building and access stairs 
were demolished. Work on the new station building 
has not yet progressed sufficiently for it to be seen 
from a passing train. 


Hurstbridge line works: The replacement of the 
Brown St bridge over the single line section between 
Heidelberg and Rosanna has been underway for the 
greater part of this year. The old wooden bridge has 
been demolished and work is nearly complete on the 


BL32 works 9146 goods up Warrenheip Bank on the Down line passing B76 occupying the Up line with a ballast 


train on Fri.6.6.86. (Graham Withers) 
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new concrete structure. As with other construction 
work along this section of line (refer Newsrail, June, 
July and September 1983) provision has been made for 
the eventual duplication of the line. The cutting at the 
location of the bridge has been dug out for a second 
track and the bridge built spanning the new opening. 
For the record, the wooden Silver St, Eltham bridge 
underwent a similar transformation during the latter 
half of 1985. In both cases, the reason for replacement 
are most likely related to the suitability of the bridges 
to carrying road traffic rather than any future line dup- 
lication. (PJS) 


Swan Hill - Piangil upgrading works: Work on this 
project commenced shortly after the Minister for 
Transport announced that this section of the Swan Hill 
to Kooloonong line was to be rebuilt at a cost of over 
$5 million. 

Sleepers were placed along the track during June and 
early in July work commenced in placing sleepers along 
with earthworks north of Woorinen. The first revenue 
trains north of Swan Hill for over six months were 
expected to run to Woorinen during the second half of 
July to clear grain from the Woorinen silo. 

Grain from the two stations north of Piangil, Natya 
and Kooloonong has been taken by road to 
Manangatang, grain from Piangil and stations south 
has been taken by road to Swan Hill. (AF) 


Shepparton rail crossings: Work on the two rail cross- 
ings at Shepparton has been completed, (see June 
Newsrail, page 188). The Whyndahm St crossing 
started full operation on Wed.28.5. Work included 
erecting four booms, one on each side of the road and 
two were positioned on the centre median strip — one 
on each side of the rail crossing, with lights fitted to 
each pole. The flashing lights facing the Down end of 
the crossing have been fitted to a pole, overhanging 
the road with a set of lights positioned on top. The 
lights are set to start when a train is further down the 
line than previously. Work on the footpath had not 
been completed. The Fryers St crossing was completed 
a week later, Wed.4.6. The work included positioning 
booms on each side of the crossing on new poles and 
replacing new line side transformer units as well. Work 
was carried out on Tuesday night to get the crossing 
open for Wednesday. The main line at the crossing was 
fitted with concrete slabs. The line was closed all day 
(27.2) for the work to be carried out. 


Standard gauge: The Up standard gauge siding at the 
Violet Town Loop is now being used to fill the new 
VHMY ballast wagons. Ballast is delivered by road and 
is dumped beside the siding, waiting to be used. Six 
VHMY ballast trucks were there when visited. 
Attached to the ends were two ZL vans for standard 
gauge workings. 


N454 arrives at Ballarat at 09 40 with the Up Dimboola pass. Fri.4.7.86. (Graham Withers) 
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NEWSRAIL 


Delays, Derailments, Etc. 


Slow going: On Tues.24.6, 42204-42210-32=64=77, 
1709 tonne on 9680 14 00 Albury - Melbourne goods, 
crawled up Chiltern Bank at approximately 8 km/h. On 
arrival at Chiltern Loop to cross 9693 it was found that 
42210 had had a ground relay and was therefore 
reduced to idle, 42204 had lifted 1800 tonnes up a 
grade for which a 422 is allowed only 1250 tonne! 

At 16 54 on the Down side of Glenrowan, the air 
compresser on 42204 failed, bringing the train to a halt. 
With aborted efforts to fix 42204, it was shut down and 
42210 tried to lift 1800 tonne up the 1 in 75 grade into 
Glenrowan (one 422 scheduled to haul max. 1250 up 
to Glenrowan) with the driver driving from 42210 and 
the ‘second person’ hand signalling from 42204. With 
much wheelslip the train stalled as expected, at 
kilometre post 222. The Up Daylight was waiting at 
Allumatta Loop, so the second person was sent back to 
protect the train and the Daylight entered the section 
on a ‘Train Order’. The Daylight coupled to the rear of 
9680, and after the second person returned to 42210, 
the Daylight helped push 9680 up Glenrowan Bank at 
10 km/h, where arrival in No.2 road was at 18 38. The 
Daylight then uncoupled and proceeded to Melbourne. 

Fitters from Wodonga were summoned to fix 42204 
but to no avail, so 42204 was shunted into the Down 
end cripple track. After crossing the Aurora, 9680 
departed Glenrowan Loop at 2244. The section 
Glenrowan to Benalla took 58 minutes owing to being 
checked at all signals. Arrival at Benalla Loop was at 
23 42 where X41 was waiting on a Down standard 
gauge goods. T411 was attached at Benalla to run 9680 
with eventual departure being at 00 48. T411-42210 
then proceeded further south arriving Longwood Loop 
at 01 38 where the weary crew were relieved after'a 13 
hour shift. (GMcL) 


Above: The early morning sun lights S310, X48, Y125 and Y154 as they roll into North Creswick with 204 wheat 


train. The Newlyn line is on the right. Thurs.22.5.86. (Kelvin Russell) 


Below: The Shunter’s dispute early in 1986 disrupted many trains. On Wed.12.3.86 9133 goods originated at 
Caulfield, by-passed Melbourne Yard and exchanged an S/T combination for C506 at Brooklyn. Here it waits for 
yet another stopwork meeting before picking up additional loading at North Geelong. (John Dennis) 
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Taildisc 


Railway grant: The Mornington Railway Preservation 
Society will receive a Commonwealth Employment 
Project grant to help restore two historic wooden- 
bodied railway carriages. The grant of $73,107 will 
employ eight people to do restoration work involving 
stripping, repair, painting and french polishing the 
exterior of the carriages. (IBB) 


Taildisc: Newsrail May 1986, page 156. 

Re September 1984, p.283: The car derailed at Swan 
Hill was in fact 31BE and not 32BE. I regret the initial 
mistake and the delay in providing the correct informa- 
tion. This derailment on 3.7.84 involved an RT and 
31BE. The delay in responding has been caused by 
waiting for a V/Line staff member who took photo- 
graphs of the rerailing to return from leave. The photo- 
graphs confirm the car involved was 31BE. (AF) 


Theft: During June and July, the following items were 

removed from locomotives at the ARHS Railway 

Museum, North Williamstown: 

A?884 — Steam Chime Whistle painted faded Cana- 
dian Red 

A2995 — Brass Brake Handle painted black 

C10 — Brass Westinghouse Duplex Gauge 

J559 — Brass Westinghouse Duplex Gauge and Brass 
Boiler Pressure Gauge 

R704 — Brass Boiler Pressure Gauge 

The Society will be greatly appreciative of any help it 

receives in the recovery of these items. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the 
Advertising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar 
Crt., Wonga Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 18th of each month. 


Charges: A minimum of $2.50 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If 
more than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 30 cents 
per line applies. 


BOOK REVIEW 


A Changing Decade: by John Dare. As the title page 
attests, this 92 page, A4 size, lavishly illustrated, soft 
cover book, illustrates the ever-changing scenes on the 
Victorian Railways (now V/Line) during the 1970- 
1979 decade. 

For many of us who failed at the time to note the all 
too rapid changes which have been occurring almost 
daily on the railways, John Dare, who is well-known 
for his illustrative photography of the railway scene, 
has compiled an interesting and most useful pictorial 
history of many notable events which occurred during 
the first decade of total dieseldom on the Victorian 
Railways. 

Contributions of photographs by other well-known 
shutterbugs have given the book a depth of coverage 
which provides a valuable memory stimulant and a 
readily available record of major changes in the year- 
by-year summary of the chronology of the seventies. 

The coverage is multi-faceted, ranging over now 
long vanished passenger (and freight) services over 
many now-closed branch and secondary lines; such 
suburban events as the last days of the swing-door 
trains; special trains and freight services, including the 
now familiar block trains for grain and other traffics; 
‘foreign’’ loco workings and the inevitable accidents 
and other mishaps and many other events — all most 
interestingly and faithfully illustrated. 

This book will prove an invaluable record for 
posterity of the changing scene on the VR during one 
of the most fateful decades in the system’s history. 
There are eight pages in colour, besides the front and 
back covers. 

At the recommended retail price of $11.50 (plus $2 
postage and packing) this work must be highly recom- 
mended, not only for its nostalgic content. Copies are 
available from ARHS Sales Department, GPO Box 
5177AA, Melbourne, 3001, or from Divisional Sales 
Centres. (EP) 


WANTED TO SELL 


WANTED 


Wanted for Central Highlands Tourist Railways 
Archives. Any photos, articles, memories of the Dayles- 
ford line. Especially photos of 280 hp DRC in blue and 
silver and 153 hp DRCs on the Daylesford line. Black 
and white or colour. Contact: Barry Fell at 17 Malcolm 
Court, Mt. Waverley, 3149. Phone: (03) 277 1247. 


BOOKS TO SELL 


Books for sale: Aust. Loco Engine Driver's Guide, 
Bagley, 1906 Ed., good condition $30.00. Golden Spike 
Centennial Issue, U.S. Official Railway Guide 1969 Ed., 
$25.00. Beyer Garratt Operating Manual (Qld.) 1950 Ed., 
mint condition $20.00. Booklets — Steam Up (W.A,) 
$5.00, 700 x 621 (S:A.) $10.00 each. VR Diesel Pictorial 
$10.00. Victorian Steam — Printer’s Proof Copy — 
Signed by both Authors $45.00. Transporting the Black 
Diamond (N.S.W.) $12.00. OO 3 Rail Hornby Train Set. 
Best offer. R. M. Carlisle, Phone 836 3660. 
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Scratchbuilding Supplies: Brass screws and nuts 8BA, 
10BA and 12 BA. Plug and Taper Taps 8BA and 10BA. 
Small Brass Tube, Rod, Angle and Strip. High Speed 
Twist Drills. Polystyrene Sheet. HO/OO Romford/Jack- 
son Locomotive and Rollingstock Wheels. Write for list to 
Dept. Scratchbuild, P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly Street, 
Gisborne, Victoria, 3437. Our Mobile Display will be at 
the Sunbury Model Railway Club Exhibition, Memorial 
Hall, Sunbury, on Saturday, 25th October, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sunday, 26th October, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. See you 
there! 


RAILWAY QUIZ 

Last month’s answer: The first automatically oper- 
ated points and signals in the Southern Hemisphere 
were installed at St. Kilda in October 1928. 

This month’s question: When were the Victorian 
Railways placed under the management of Commis- 
sioners and who were they? 


NEWSRAIL 


WEVS NOUN Sila 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


ie a Ee 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. l 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 
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HOBBYCRAFT 


| 
, I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 
i] 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


etn 


P. J. P,. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


~= BRITAIN== 


FULLY ESCORTED COACH TOURS 
FOUR WEEKS @ MARCH - APRIL © FROM $3950-00 
Contact CAROL 478 7925 Westpac Travel 
or WAL STUCHBERY 436 1112 A.H. 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY — 


Victorian Division 


Write to the 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, 
GPO, MELBOURNE, 3001 


SEPTEMBER 1986 


ZIMBABWE 


RAIL SPECTACULAR 


Departs September 1987... 


Last stronghold of Beyer — 
Garratts in the world. 


Rail visit to Umtali (Mutare). 


Steam, diesel & electric 
operations covered. 


See Victoria Falls, Hwange 
game reserve & Lake Kariba. 


For details, send SAE to: 


ZIMBABWE TOUR 
1/1a Gladesville Blvd, 
Patterson Lakes, 
VIC. 3197 


a SS 


RAILFAN 
SHOP 


Transport House 


Ground Floor 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 
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A RAILWAY VIDEOTAPES 


E Duplicated in Australia from 1” PAL Master 
Available in VHS and BETA 


VIDEO ; 
NEW RELEASES 
THE GREAT LITTLE TRAINS OF WALES 
COLLECTION 


Featuring 3 short films of the world famous Little Trains 
of Wales — ‘Railway of The Rheidol Valley’, ‘Tallylyn 
Holiday’ and ‘Ffestiniog Holiday’ together for the first 


- time anywhere on 1 tape. Great value. 55 mins. approx., 
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colour, hi-fi sound. $39.95 


GERMAN RAILWAYS 150th ANNIVERSARY 


Join online video cameras as they record the German. 


railways cavalcade of historic locomotives and rolling- 
stock. Also features archival footage of steam in regular 
service. 27 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $29.95 


VIDEO RAILS 
PRODUCTIONS 


Union Pacific DD40’s — The Centennials — The larg- 
est diesel electric locomotives ever built are shown from 
construction to the first retirement of a member of the 
class. Highlights include cab riding a DD40 over Sher- 
man Hill with 12,000 tons of freight, archival footage of 
diesel evolution on the U.P. and exciting run by shots. 30 
mins. colour, hi--fi sound. $49.95 


C & 0#614T — The March to Hinton — One of the last 
4-8-4's built in the U.S.A. was recalled to active duty 
hauling 4,000 ton coal trains as part of the development 
of the A.C.E. steam locomotive. Superb action of the loco 
lifting its load in heavy snow. 30 mins. colour. $49.95 


Norfolk & Western ‘J’ Class No. 611 — See the world’s 
most powerful 4-8-4 in action as it travels through six 
states of the U.S.A. Highlights include archival footage 
of the construction of the locomotive, cab rides and 
spectacular runbys. 60 mins. colour, hi-fisound. $49.95 


OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE 


AVAILABLE FROM: 


The Railfan Shop— 
Transport House, 589 Collins St, Melbourne 


The Engine Shed Pty. Ltd.— 5 Carrington St, Box Hill 
Southern Cross Video— 216 Swanston St, Melbourne 
Buffer Stop— 535 Plenty Rd, Preston 
Train World Pty. Ltd.— 624 Hawthorn Rd, East Brighton 


Or ask your local hobby shop. 


Trade Enquiries: A.R.E. Sales, Box 4810, Mail Centre, Melbourne, 3001. 


MAIN LINE MAGIC 


The Return of Double-Headed Hudsons 


After an absence of over a 
decade the huge ‘R’ class 
4-6-4 steam locomotives 
have returned to the rail 
network in Victoria on 
special trains. For the first 
time since restoration of 
these powerful locomotives 
; twowere allowed to double- 
head on the main line from 
North Geelong to Ararat 
and return to Melbourne via 
Eee Pe ®* Bacchus Marsh on 8th 
c MAAD *MAGIEZ: September, 1985. 
Not only that, but parallel running of the two R’s from 
Werribee to North Shore was achieved. Truly an event 
to bring back that ‘Main Line Magic’. 


A.R.E. Video is proud to present this video tape of a 
once-only event which was filmed by a team of profes- 
sional cameramen including one in a helicopter and 
narrated by Graham Evans. 


Highlights include — parallel running of R 761 and R 
766 at high speed as recorded from the air, on board the 
trains and track-side. : 


® Double-headed R classes crossing Moorabool Via- 
duct as recorded from various locations. 

® Cab ride R 766 at over 60 m.p.h. (100 km/h). 

Colour — Running time 59 minutes approximately. (Hi-fi 

sound). $39.95. 


THE NICK LERA VIDEO 
COLLECTION 


STEAM IN THE WEST 
A Celebration of GW150 


Comprehensive coverage of the GW150 special steam 
events. Exclusive footplate filming on board ‘Clun 
Castle’ at Stratford and crossing Brunel's Saltash 
Bridge. Double-headed Castles at Dawlish and on the 
Devon Banks. ‘City of Truro’, GW 2-8-0 on goods, 2-6-2 
T on the main line. A must for Great Western fans. 
40 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $49.95 


STEAM IN THE HIGHLANDS 


Considered by many to be the finest in the Collection, 
this videotape covers recent steam operations on two of 
the most beautiful railway lines in Scotland, the Kyle of 
Lochalsh and Fort William — Mallaig lines. See ‘black 
fives’ and the historic North British locomotive ‘Maude’ 
in action. 30 mins. colour, hi-fi sound. $49.95 


The Association of Railway Enthusiasts Limited 


8. Al 
ae 


All the above programs © 


Duplicated in Australia and distributed exclusively in Australia and New Zealand by 
Association of Railway Enthusiasts Ltd. on A.R.E. Video. 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd., 40 Geddes Street, Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170 
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